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J O S H U A  L E D E R B E R G  

P R E S I D E N T  

D r .  Harold Saunders 
The Brookings I n s t i t u t i o n  
1775 Massachuset ts  Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-2188 

Dear D r .  Saunders: 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  o f  August 22nd and t h e  enc losu re  
which once a g a i n  I r ead  wi th  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  

I l i s t e n e d  sympa the t i ca l ly  t o  your c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  as  a 
p r a c t i t i o n e r  drawing upon your own expe r i ence ;  b u t  I thought  
t h e r e  might be a few o l d e r  w r i t t e n  works t h a t  might bear on t h e  
k i n d s  of i d e a s  t h a t  you are developing r i g h t  now. I do n o t  
have t h o s e  books r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of m e  (and I may be mistaken)  
b u t  a t  l e a s t  one or  two of t hose  t i t l e s  may deserve  your close 
i n s p e c t i o n .  

About your ( P . 5 ) : n e g o t i a t i o n  i s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  u s e  of 
f o r c e  b u t  it by no means impl i e s  t h e  i r r e l e v a n c e  of m i l i t a r y  
power. B e t t e r  t h a t  it be k e p t  l a t e n t  s i n c e  i t s  a c t u a l  exercise 
s e e m s  always t o  e x a c t  a h i g h e r  p r i c e  than  had been barga ined  
f o r .  But t h e r e  i s  an  i m p l i c i t  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of n e g o t i a t i o n  a s  a "peace fu l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  fo rce"  ( P . 1 3 ) .  
Your r e a d e r s  may n o t  understand as  w e l l  as  you do how much con- 
f l i c t  u n d e r l i e s  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  and t h e  l i m i t e d  c i rcumstances  i n  
which a d v e r s a r i e s  w i l l  a ccep t  n e g o t i a t i o n  a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e .  

I w i l l  look f o r  an e a r l y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  con t inue  t h i s  
d i a logue  a t  closer hand. 

Joshua Lederberg 
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